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Editor’s Goodbye
Since October 2016 I’ve The team behind The
had the honour of being Voice is one that couldn’t
the first editor of Presbe better: the photograton School’s student-led phers, journalists and asnewsletter The Voice; my sistant editors continue to
position has seen myself put a tremendous amount
and a team of student
of effort into the reports
journalists report on the
they produce. Miss Crisp’s
achievements and events idea to create a newsletthat have taken place
ter like this one has paid
within our community
off tremendously- she is
and- without exaggerating- very supportive and is the
there have been many.
backbone of the team. The
We’ve seen countless
Voice grows in its popularefforts to raise money for ity and number of readers
charity- each one proving week by week and I bemore successful than the lieve that the newsletter will
last- as well as numerous go on to be something truly
successes in the world of special in the future.
sport. Students and staff at As for me, I leave you toPreston School have held day with a look back at the
so many showcases, SOL Class of 2017- the current
Days and trips and it’s all year 11s. Very soon we will
been wonderful to hear
embark on our journeys to
about; the fondness and college, sixth form, apcloseness that everyone prenticeships, etc. and this
has with each other within edition will include memthe school and outside of orable photos as well as
it has been evident in the contributions by teachers.
articles of this newsletter. I’ve really enjoyed being
the first editor of The
Voice and I hope you
have enjoyed reading
and will continue to
do so.
Many thanks,
Stephen
Finlayson

Mr Sweet Interview
1.So the class of 2017
are coming to the end of
their five years at Preston School. How well
do you believe they’ve
progressed during their
time here?
Incredibly well. It’s been
exciting to see them
enjoy their learning and
take responsibility for
their work. This year
group is a truly special one. There’s a real
sense belonging between the pupils- they
always look out for one
another.
2.What have you enjoyed about teaching the
year group?
Well I’m fortunate
enough to teach both
Year 11 classes for History- I’ve always wanted
to do that. Also, it was an
honour to teach most of
the year group outside
the colosseum in Italy
and travel to China with
some pupils for the very
first time. There have
been lots of opportunities
and everyone has gone
over and above.

3.Back in 2012, I remember you visiting my
primary school and inviting me to induction days.
What were those like
for you as the learning
manager of the newest
year group? What impressions did you get
from the people you first
met back then?
My first impressions
were how polite and
beautifully sat you guys
were. I have kept photographs of the induction
day and you see the
sense of excitement
between the pupils and
the willingness to try
their best. No matter
what, whether it was the
largest group to do DofE
or the School in a Bag
fundraising, it all started
in those crucial first few
weeks.
4.Last year, we saw a
huge proportion of the
year group become
Prefects and Senior
Prefects. What did that
moment feel like for you?

Preston In Pictures
It was a proud moment. I was particularly proud of organising the training
and inviting both Mr Robertson and
the Army to help out. The training and
the assembly both led to the creation
of the Prefect Charter. The Senior
Prefect team have done a great job
and I was pleased to include two
Deputy Head Boys and Girls this
year.
5.
As Learning Manager you lead
a hard-working team of Academic
Mentors/ Assistant Learning Managers. That team today looks very different to the one of 2012. What was it
like to lead such a team since then?
Tricky. The pupils quickly develop a
relationship with their mentors- when
that member of staff leaves it takes
time to adapt to the changes. However, the students have faith in all their
teachers and there’s always been one
constant since 2012- me, which I’m
most proud of. It’s an exciting time to
be a learning manager.
6.
Do you have a favourite AM
group?
(Laughs) No. Never have.
7.
We’ve seen a lot happen over
the course of the last few years, but
what stands out as the one event that
makes you most proud to have been
our Learning Manager?
There are 5 events actually- some of
which aren’t in this country. As I said
earlier it was a real privilege to teach
a History lesson in the colosseum;
taking students to China for the first
time was a very thought-provoking
and enjoyable experience. The Duke
of Edinburgh award is a stand out
and my last two events are still yet to
come- the Prom to celebrate the student’s success and ultimately Results
Day in August.

8.
What does the future hold
for the Class of 2017, do you think?
What is next for you- another year 7
group to lead?
It’s inevitable that the future only
looks bright for the year group. I hope
to establish a sort of alumni project in
the future for you guys to leave a legacy; I also hope that some students
will return to help out in assemblies
where former Year 11s help out the
Year 7s who are just about to begin
their secondary school life.
I’m excited to be taking on a new year
group in September- helping to support students during their time here is
something that I’d love to do again.

To get your voice heard, please send your comments/stories to:
thevoice@educ.somerset.gov.uk - Deadline for next Issue is 17th May

